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15th October 2011
Dear Parent

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is a framework for childcare providers for children from birth to five to support them in offering excellent care, learning and development for those children.  It is designed to recognise that, in the early years, care and learning are part of a single process of child development which should be seen as a whole.  It brings together, and builds upon, the three existing frameworks, Birth to Three Matters, Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage and the National Standards for Day Care and Childminding, and starts from the premise that every child is unique and that they learn and develop at different rates and in different ways.  

The EYFS provides a framework for all early years provision, but it does not require childcare providers to follow any particular approach in their day to day practice.  However, having considered the requirements of the EYFS carefully, we have come to the conclusion that there is a conflict between the principles about children’s learning and development which govern our setting, and some elements of the learning and development requirements of the EYFS. 

In particular, EYFS specifies requirements in relation to development of children’s communication, language and literacy, and it is understood that this means communication, language and literacy in English.
The sole rationale of our group is to provide Japanese language and culture learning and it would conflict with our aims and principles if we were to provide this learning in English.

Therefore we propose to apply for exemption from the Communication, Language and Literacy section of the EYFS practice guidance to be delivered in English. This includes:

· Language for communication

· Language for thinking

· Linking sounds and letters

· Reading 

· Writing and 

· Hand writing.

The EYFS requirement that “Children’s competence in communicating, speaking and listening, being read to and beginning to read and write must be supported and extended. They must be provided with opportunity and encouraged to use their skills in a range of situations and for a range of purposes, and to be supported in developing the confidence and disposition to do so” would be delivered in Japanese, as would suggestions in the EYFS guidance for effective implementation in this area, paying particular attention to positive relationships, enabling environments and Learning and development.

It is a legal requirement that exemptions from the EYFS requirements because of a conflict with an established principle of the setting must be supported by the majority of parents whose children use the provision.  We therefore need to know if you support our application for an exemption or not.  If you wish to speak to us in private about this decision, please get in touch. We would be very grateful if you would complete the attached reply sheet and return it to us (please send it by mail or hand to one of the staff) by 29th October 2011 to inform us of whether or not you support our application.  
If you do not respond, this will be counted as a vote against the application, so it is important that you do respond if you are in favour of the exemption.   You may indicate that you support the application in full, do not support it, or support only some elements of it.

Yours sincerely

Tulip London Committee 

	· I support the proposed application in full. (please give  any comments)


	· I support only some elements of the proposed application (please give details)


	· I do not support the proposed application



	Please also answer the questions below.  Thank you very much for your co-operation.

	Does your child attend other English nursery/school as first (main)?  (Yes / No*)
(If you answer “No” to the above question please give the reason)

* Sending your child to an English nursery/school in the near future.

* Going back to Japan in the near future (or somewhere outside UK)

* Other (please specify): 


	How long is it take for you to travel from your home to our group?  (         )  minutes.


